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grounds to our minds, £0 slight, or at best so questionable, sq vifal aff
agsault om the corporate powers of this company has been recom-
mended, This company I8 “esociated and comected with an impor-
tant link io the chain of our intefnal improvements; and on its owWn
resources, without any assistance from the State, and without ever
a‘ppealing to the State, except for its protect oo, has with great and
commendable energy accomplished a magnificent wotk, whizh truly
s of material impottance. and of which Maryland may well be proud
as shewing the enterprise of her citizens, as well as affording an as-
surance irom the success whieh has already crowned their efforts,
that the werks in which she has s0 liberally i vested Bef capital and
embarked her credit, will eventually yield her suitable return. More
than three and a half milliors of dollars, on faith ot the State’s sanc-
tjons, and in confidence that rash or hesty e gislation would never
:pterfere with the company’s progress, or her credit, have been de-
coted by this eompany ‘o this noble enterprice, and knowing what
he State owes 10 her dignity,the eompany has at leasta right to ex-
pect, that -a very clear and flagrant case of wilful and inveterate vio-
la‘ion of duty <lall exist, to authorise the State’s sternest proceedings
aga‘n: her, and a blow such as recciumended hy the report of the
mejonty of the eomn ittee, o be fevelled against ber existence.

~1un ro instarce of any corporation, much less in the case of one of
guch eminent utility, and, emphatically, public character, <hould the
State be induced to assume & hostile attitude, unless where the cor-
porate wrong 13 not only gross, but wiltul, and shewn {0 be the result |
of the deliverate design of the corporation itself, not by constructive
im;.l'\cation with the acts of agents, bet by direct corporate authori-
zanon and privity, unquestionably the act of the corporation. .

Nothing like such authorizalion—unothing like such design, is
proved against +his company. In the instances of the indivicual
complatnts, 00 cvidence appe«¥s of any complaint ever having been
made by the individuals to the corporalion, or of any obstinate per-
severance in conscious wrong on the part of the company; but in
ihis case the first knowledge of any irregular charge {if there be any)
on the part of one Of two agents is furnished to the corporation when
it stands arraigned betore the sovereignty of the State. Is it worthy
of the State, upon such a foundation of imputed error OF exCess, to
aun ai the oxtinetion of such3 corporation?

W e have reason to believe \hat already the credit of the compaty
has suffered, even {from the menace which the report already made,
levels against her in the proposed resolution, and such must be the
unkind effects of even the 1 timation of such legislative Jenunciation.

But if such a procéeding, thus instituted, be not decidedly dis-
coumenanced, how stands even the State herself, in the eyes of all
States, and 10 the estimation of all clasges with whom she is interested
{0 maintain a dignified consistency and unshaken credit, which reposes
on that sente of honor which is alike the guarantee of her pecuniary
obligations, and the protection of all bodies emanating from ber legis-
lative will, Whatever capricious Of way ward movements she per-
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